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Mrs. Johnson, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

As you know, on February 17th of this year, President Nixon c. 

signed into law a joint resolution of the Congress designating this 

Manned Spacecraft Center of the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration as the Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center. 

IC 

Thus did our Nation act to honor a great son of Texas, an out- L 

standing President, and a crusader in mankind's conquest of space. 
c" 

We are here today to lend a more personal touch to this formal 

act of state honoring the late President, 

cate this newly named center to future decades of space achievement. 

Above a l l ,  we are here today to rededicate ourselves and R A S A  to 

achieving the peaceful uses of space which President Johnson saw 

for America and for mankind. (pause) 

rc 

Lyndon Gaines Johson was well known to most who are here 

bday. He was at  home in this center. Mrs. Johnson, I hope you 

and your family wi  II always feel welcome and at home here, too. 

No other person did more to move America and the world rapidly 

into the space age than Lyndon Eihes Johnson. This center that 
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proudly bears his name i s  a symbol of what was accomplished by 

his far-seeing, untiring leadership. I hope that we will always 

operate this center, and the whole space program, in  such a way 

that Lyndon Johnson wou Id say, ' ' 1  'ni mighty proud of what you're 

doing he re. I '  c p a u c q  L, 

It was, of course, @anss.d - most fitting that the Congress of 
IC 

the United States should find i t  appropriate to give President Johnson's 

name to this Center. 

Is contributions to the space ef for t  of the 6 

United States are well known and are unparalleled. They were the 

contributions, first, of a gifted lawmaker; then of a trusted advisor 

tothe young President Kennedy; and finally they were the contributions 

c" 

t -  L.-. 

F 

of a President who suddenly bore the full responsibility for achieving 1 

the intent of laws he had written and the bold advice he had given. 
w 

This i s  what the Resolution passed by the Congress and signed 

by P resident Nixon says of P resident Johnson: 

-- Lyndon B. Johnson "was one of the first of ou r national 

leaders to recognize the long-range benefits of an intensive space 

exploration effort. I '  

-- Lyndon B. Johnson, "as Senate majority leader, estab- 

l ished and served a s  chairman of the Special Committee on Space 

and Aeronautics which gave [ h e  initial direction lo the United States IrC 
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space effort. I '  L 

-- Lyndon B. Johnson, "as Vice President of the United 
c 

States, served as Chairman of the National Aeronautics and Space 

Council which recommended the goals for the manned space pro- 

gram. 

United States, bore ultimate responsibility for the development of 

the Gemini and Apollo programs which resulted in man's first 

landing on the moon. 

L. II 

-- Ly ndon 6. Johnson, "for five years, as P resident of the 
c- 

I I  I -? 

Lrc 
These a r e  plain words. But when read with an understanding 

of a l l  that has been accomplished in the space programs which 

Lyndon Johnson shaped, k: rged and fought for, the facts speak 

for themselves. They need no further adornment. 

The first 15 years of t h e  space age, those fabulous first 15 

years, clearly bear the stamp of the wisdom, the wil l ,  and the bold- 
- 

ness of this man. 

There i s  another major contribution that i s  not so well  

known, and not specifically mentioned in  the Resolution. It i s  

the great fight that he led to make sure that the manned space flight 

programs of the United States would not stop with Apollo and tha t  
unmanned exploration of the planets should be intensified. 
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It took great political courage for President Johnson to put 

funds for important new programs in  his budgets back in 1965 and 

1966 and 1967 when the big b i l l s  for Apollo were coming due. - He, 

too, faced critics who know the price of everything and the value of 

nothing. But he prevailed in his view that the programs of the Six -  

ties were only a prelude to the real promise of space. Thanks to his 

determination and foresight in those difficult years, the Skylab 

space station i s  in orbit today,/ and the Viking spacecraft i s  being 

readied to explore Mars in  the summer of 1976. 

Some have said -- indeed, some are still saying --that the 

successful completion of Apollo was a logical stopping place for 

manned space flight. That, I am thankful to  say, was not the logic 

of LBJ, nor i s  it the logic of Texas or of this pioneering nation. I 
The decision to continue with a strong space program after 

Apollo may, in the long run, prove to be the most important of a l l  

the decisive actions Lyndon Johnson took on behalf of space progress. 

His support of Skylab a n d  Viking and other new programs in 

the latter years of his presidency enabled President Nixon to con- 

tinue them, and then to move forward with his own contribution to 

the productive and profitable use of space -- the Space Shuttle. 

b. .' 

c 

c 
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Without these basic .LI- af f i  rrnative decisions of P residmt Joh n- 

son, there would not be any space center in  Hauston. Thanks to 

his  recognition of the value of America's role in space, the futu re 

of this center i s  bright, and the prospects of the whole world are 

-.I 

the better for it. 

P resident Joh nson was very proud of the leading role he 

played in the drafting and passage of the Space Act which created 

N A S A  in 1958. And he made no secret of it. 

Many of you may recall what President Johnson said here at 

this center on March 1, 1968. 

"I have spent almost 38 years in the Nation's Capital, ' I  he 

said. " I  n all of that period of time, ! have voted for thousands of 

bills and .I have written a few. But the one legislative enactment 

that I suppose I am proudest oflis the bill that I wrote and intro- 

duced that made possible NASA &---A that brought into existence this 

great facility and others in  the program throughout this Nation. I I  

Mr. Johnson repeated this statement on a number of occa- 

sions, iilcluding h i s  last  press conference as President. 

James Webb, here on the stand, who was Administrator of 

NASA u n d e r  Presidents  Kennedy and Joh nson, probably had a 
closer view and a keener appreciation of what Lyndon Johnson 
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thought about the space program and did for the space program than 

any other man. I would therefore like to quote a few words of his, 

spoken at a t ime when he had already retired as head of NASA and 

Mr. Johnson was about the leave the White House. At a White 

House dinner shortly before the first ApoIlo flight to the moon, 

Mr. Webb said to the President: 

' I . .  . it was your legislative leadership, Mr. P resident, and 

skill that provided a success framework in the National Aeronautics 

and Space Act of 1958. 

' 'In 1961, large goals were set. And here again, it was your 

executive leadership that drove us forward. But even with a first- 

class legislative foundation and large goals, success could only come 

through continued strong _I commitment and smrt./That,you - have 

as old programs approached completion and new ones had to be 

s ia  rt ed . 

I I  always provided,through every phase of each space age generation,. . . c- 

Mr. Webb then proposed this toast: ". . . to  our great space 
I I  age patron and leader, the President of the United States. 

I was especial ly imp ressed with Mr. Webb's remark that "even 

with a first-class legislative foundation and large goals, success 
could only come through continued strong commitment and suppoi-t. I '  

Th is  was never more true than it i s  today. 

I I r 

F 
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In  a world of rapid change, priorities shift quickly. T h e  

urgent needs of today are soon overshadowed by new concerns, new 

problems, and new priorities. And because we take pride in  our prag- 

matism, we Americans tend to be an impatient people. We insist 

that government programs produce immediate, visible resu Its. 
Pragmatism i s  commendable, so long as it does not cause us 

to be shortsighted or succumb to the temptation to put aside pro- 

grams of far-reaching importance --those whose long-term returns 

are difficult to  define -- i n  favor of instant-answer efforts. Such 

impatience frequently leads us to deal with symptoms instead of 

causes. As a nation we should have Great Expectations. But we 

should also have the patience and the foresight -- and the commit- 

ment to fulfill these expectations. The space program i s  not an 

instant-answer program. It  i s  a long-term investment in the 

future of mankind, an investment that deserves the support a n d  

commitment of all our citizens. 

New technology for any purpose has to be put under develop- 

ment 10 or 15 years ahead of the t ime when we first put it to  use. 

It cannot be called up on demand. Space technology is no exception 

to this principle. 

L 
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Fortunately for us, and for the world, the four Presidents 

during the first 15 years of the space age have had the courage, 
c 

vision, and self-confidence to  support a strong U. S. space effort. 
G{qlt+ p*LCrc) 

When we think of the long-range future of the space program, 
yai it i s  interesting to recall the predictions President Johnson made 

when he visited here in  Much of 1968. 
F- 

During the plane ride from Kashington, he had talked with 

two distinguished scientists, Dr. Frederick Seitz, P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  

National Academy of Sciences, and Dr. Stark Draper of the Massa- 

chusetts I nstitute of Technology. cc 

"Today, I '  President Joh nson said, "I want to review for you 

"I  predict that 10 years from now some other President w i l l  

some of the things we talked about coming down here this afternoon. 

come here.. .'and stand where I am, and congratulate t h e  people 

of this center -- some of you may still be around --for your 

amazi ng achievements. 

"He will see them at work in a giant station in space. He 

w i l l  see them at work assessing the exact - - status and the value - of 

p" 

wheat and rice as they are growing all over this earth. He will see 

them predicting with phenomenal accuracy the amount of water that 

i s  available to each farmer for growing next year's crops. 
F 
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"He w i l l  see them controlling thousands of peaceful ah-  and 
b.d 

space vehicles that are at work for mankind in all the regions of the 

earth. 

"He will see them developing a worldwide odervie;v of all of 

o u r  great cities, an overview that can be used by scientists and 

engineers to guide new economic and political institutions.. . 
"Political scientists and social scientists -- as well as physical 

scientists, engineers, and administrators -- wi l l  then know/ because 

of the work at this Center more than our generation can ever know 

about the causes of pollution, about the use of recreational areas, 

about all the knowledge that mankind needs i f  we are to continue our 

steady advance toward a great destiny. I '  

I -  

It - seems remarkably prophetic, doesn't it? 

These predictions about what a future President might see 

here were made f ive years ago, and he was looking 10 years into the 

futu re, to about 1978. 

Much of what he predicted, as many of you know, i s  already 

being done by ERTS-1 and by the astronauts using the Earth Resources 

Experiment Package on Skylab. We have already demonstrated ihe 

great value of using satellites and remote sensors and computer 

printouts to get a better understanding of what is happening to our 

environment, locally and on a global scale, and what can be done 

F 
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about it. We may not have the new generation of earth observation 

and environmental satellites in  operation when the President comes 

kL 

IC 

here in  1978, but I hope we will have such operational systems 

under development as approved programs by that time. I hope so 

and 1 expect so. L 

President Johnson, i n  his prediction, spoke of a "giant space 
P- 

station'' in orbit. Well, we already have Skylab, and it i s  big, a s  

big as a three-bedroom house, and it  i s  a most important step for- 

ward in  deinonstrating the useful purposes that manned space sta- 

tions can sewe. 

station -- -- the versatile, reusable Space Shuttle. The Space 

Shuttle can be outfittet! as a space laboratory for many different 

missions of several weeks or longer, and in this mode will se rve  as 

We w i l l  have something better than the space r 

I 

a space station. Someday it will serve as the logistics link between c" 

the space ports of earth and the permanent manned laboratories, 

observatories, and industrial enterprises we will have in earth orbit. 

I n any event, when ou r future President visits the Johnson Space 

Center in  1978 or 1979, i t  may well be during or just after the first 

Space Shuttle flight in  orbit, and he can proclaim the opening of 
I a new chapter in the fast-moving story of man's efforts to  explore 
I 

and use space. Our first satellite was placed in orbit in 1958; our 

first manned flight to t h e  moon was in 1968; o u r  first Space Shuttle rc 
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flight in  earth orbit will be in  1978. We are, indeed, a fast-moving 

P- 
nat i o n. 

It i s  rc4 most appropriate that we take time out today to honor 

the man who did so much to give America this course and this 

momentum into space. And now, if I, too, may make a prediction, Ilr 

it is tha t  many Presidents of  the Llnited States w i l l  come to the - 
Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center in  th-e decades ahead, and each 

wi l l  draw strength and inspiration from the fact that there waslin 

the early yearia man with the vision, the courage, the wi l l ,  and 

and privilege to use his name honors this center. We are most 
grateful, Mrs. Johnson, to you, 'Mrs. Robb, Mrs. Nugeni, and 

.. 

the leadership of the man we honor today. We honor himland the right r 

your grandson for being with us today. 

The people of t h i s  center have long felt it should bear the 

name of Lyndon B. Johnson not only because of his personal con- 

tributions to progress in space, but because he was known as  a man 

of decisive action who got things done. That i s  the tradition of NASA, 

and that is why we are so honored to have this center bear his name. 

And you, Mrs. Johnson, knowiq best that it i s  somethin t h e  late 
President would have been proud of, too, have joined us here today 

to make it tru ly olf icial. 

Ch(h~Sta,S-f./CA P LJ 

h 

I thank you. 

(Ask Chris and Jim Webb to escort Mrs. Johnson to the sculptii re.) 
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Mrs. Johnson, distinguishad guests, ladies and gentleni.n:

On February 17th of this year, President Nixon signed into law a

Joint resolution of the Consgress designating this flairned Spacecraft

Center of the tiational Aeronautics ani Space Administratlon as the

Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center.

Thus did our Nation act to honor a great son of Texas, an outstanding

President, and a crusader in mnklnd's conquest of space.

We are here today to lend a more personal touch to this formal act

of state honorino the late President. We are here Wday to dedicate this

newly named center to future decades of space achievemwnt. Above all,

we are here today to rededicate ourselves and NASA to achieving the

peaceful uses of space which President Johnson taw fcr Arner~ca and for

rankind.

L was well krown to ot who ar here today. Nc was at hoe In

this center. lts. Johnson, I hoe you and your farmily will always feel

welcome and at hane here, too, No other person did more to rove America

and ths world rapidly Into the spaco Age than Lyndon Mina s Johnson.

I"I



This center Uiat proudly bears his name is a sytol of what was accomplished

by his far-seeing, untiring leadership. I hope that we will al;.ays operate

this center, and the whole space program, In such a way that Lyndon JOnson

would say, "I'm mighty proud of what you're doing here."

It ias, of course, no surprise that the Congress of the United States

should find it fitting and appropriate to give President Johnson's nme

to this operating center of the Fianned space programs.

Lyndon Johnson's contributions to the space effort of the United States

are well known. They are unparalleled. They were the contributions, first,

of a gifted lawmaker; then of a trusted advisor to the young President

Kennedy; and finally they were the contributions of a President wbo suddenly

bore the full responsibility for achieving the intent of laws he had written

and the bold advice he had given.

This is what the Resolution passe4 by the Congress and signed by President

Nixon says of President Johnson:

-" Lyndon D, &hnson was om of the first of our national loaders to

recognize the long-range benefits of an Intensive space exploration effort."

L- yndon B. Johnson, *as Senate majority leader, stablished and

served as chaipn of t%. ;pcial Com ittee on Space and Aeronautics which

gas the initial direction to the United States space effort."

Lyndon B. Johnson, "as Vice President of the United States, ervd

as Chairman of the National Aeronautics and Soece Council which rcoruendad

th poals for the wma space progr,

I
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-- Lyndon B. Johnson Nfor five years, as President of the tUrited States,

bore ult1rate responsibility for the drvelor"knt of the Geminl and Apollo

programs wnich resulted In man's first landing on the moon."

These are plain words. But when read with an understanding of all that

has been accomplished In the space prograis which Lyndon Johnson sOaped and

urged and fought for, the facts speak for th selves. They need no further j

adornment.

TMe first 15 years of the space age, thiose faulnous first 7IS years,

clearly bear the s*tp of the wisdom, the will, and the boldness of this

an,

There Is another major contribution that Is not so well knoin, and not

specifically mentioned in the Resolution. It is the great fight that he

led to make sure that the manned space flight programs of the United States

would not stop wtth Apollo1 and that urmaned exploration of the planets

should be intensified.

It took great political courage for President Johnson to put funds

for Important new programs in his budgets back in 1966 and 1966 and 1967

Wm the big bills for Apollo were coming due. He, too. faced critics who

know the price of everything and the value of nothing. But he prevailed

in his view that thre programs of the Sixties we prelude to the promise

of space. Thanks to his determination and foresight in those difficult

years, the Skylab space station Is In orbit today, and the Yiking space-

craft is being readied to explore Mas in the sow r of 1976.

" W l"
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Somw have said -- indeed, sooe are still saying -- that the successful

completion of Apollo was a logical stopping place for rann-1 space flight.

That, I am thankful to say, was not the logic of LWJ. It is not the logic

of Texas or of this pioneering nation.

The decision to continue with a strong space programi after Apollo may,

in the long run, prove to be the most important of all the detisive actions

Lyndon Jahnson took on behalf of sparc- progress.

h4is support us Skylab and Viking and other new programs in the latter

year sof his presidency enabled President filxon to continue them, PM then

to move forward with his oin historic contribution to the productive and

profitable use of space -- the Space Shuttle.

Without these basic affirmative decisions of President Johnson, there

would not be a space center in Houston worthy of the name. Thanks to his

recognition of the value of Awmrica's role in space, the future of this

center is bright, and the prospects if the whole world are the better for It.

P#esident Johnson was very proud of the leading role he played in

the drafting and passage of the Space Act which created IIASA In 1958.

And he uade no secret of It.

Many of you miy recall what President Johnson said here at this center

on March 1, 1968.

"I have. spent almost 38 years in the Nation's CApital." he said. 'In

all of that period of time, I have voted for thousands of bills and I have

written a few. But the one legislative enactment that I supp,.se I am

proudest of Is the bill that I wrote and introduced that made possible HASA,

~Il*t-1 AWPw W-m W-O41~ I.-W



that brought into exi:stence t'jis grt'1t 1'cilty ,:i. 6t.,ars in t1.e proqraAw

throughout this Uation2'

Mr. Johnson r.c+peated this statc.*nt on a ou.Yr of oCCasions , including

his last press conference as President.

Jamus Webb, thc Administrator of P't'&S,^ undtr P'cs5i'n~. 1Ienor::y and

Johnson, probahly had a closer view and a keener anjpr:c13tion o' wthat

Lyndon Johnson thought about the space programi and id, for tho space

prograu than any other ran. I would th1Nrciore li'.e to e~ote a ft-\ words

of his, spoken at a time when hie had already retlrcd as head of tHASA and

Wr. Johnson was about to leave the White H.ouse. At a 1hite I{ot.ose dinner

shortly before the first Apollo flight to the norn, f1r. 1elb said to the

President:

"... it was your logislat.je leadership, Nr. Prts.ident, and skill

that provided a success. frame.ork in tho, fational Ac\ronautics andl Space

Act of 1958.

"In l961, large goals were set. And here again, It was your executive

leadership that drove us forward. But even with a f'rst-class lei-gslative

foundation and large goals. success could only cone through continued strong

coo~nitnent and support. That you have always provided through every phase

of each space ago generation," as old programs approached completion and nimm

ones had to be started.

Mr. Webb then proposed this toast: "... to our great space age patron

and leader, the President of the United States."

M

I.,
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I was especially iimpresned %:with Mr. Ueblb's rwarl: tVat "evon With a

first-class legislative foundation and large goals, SuCCeSs could only

cone through continued strong coaiitncnt and support." This was never

more true than it Is today.

In a vorld of rapid change, prioritis shift qu:ickly. The urgent

Ineeds of today are soon overshadomed by new concerns, ncw prohlems, and new

priorities. And because we take pride in ouir pragmatisis, w.e /ciericans tend

to be an i;..patient pcople. We insist that gverrment programs produce

irammdiatc, visible results.

Pragmntism is comendable, so long as it does not cause us to be short-

sighted or succui;: ) to the temptation to put aside proiratis of far -reaching

ii.iportance -- those whose long-terml returns are difficult to define -- in

favor of insAant-ans-.or efforts. Such Inpatience frequently leads 'is to

deal with syrtoms instead of causes. As a nation tic sI.ould have Creat

Fxpectationts , rUt we sllould also 1uave the p~ationce and the foresfivlt -

and the Co!.;W1itmant Mfr. Webb referred to -- to fulfill t Zose 2xztctat:0;s.
The space progrart is not an instant-answer prnnram. It Is a long-term

investnent in the fuTure of mankind, an investbient that deserves the support

and cowiait.';cnt of all our citizens.
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11ewv i.fciiuollvy for any ;url-osv has to lhe p'it under tlevelo(,ent ln or

15 years ahead of the tine whnn wo first put It to use. It cannot be called

up on dc:-nd, Space ishno1GY 1s no exceptiorn to this principle.

Fcrtluiately fer l!., and for the world, the four Presidents durini the

first 15 years of the space a:e have had Lhe courage, vision, and self-

cnnfidence to support a strong U. S. space effort.

President Eisenl:;:cr Joined with the leaders of Concress in chartering

NASA as thu nation's civiliawu space agency, ar.d, uithough the rzoined lunar

program :tas not scheduled during his Presidency, he gave the all-important

go-ahead signal to start building the big rocket en3ines that powered the

Saturn V and tade It 1-issible for us to meet tlie Apollo goals set by

President Kvnnedy.

In 1!,GI, President Kennedy tocI: the respensibility for orderir3 Project

Apollo to proceed on a daranding schedule, and a public schedule, because

ho sensed the trepnandous 1iportance of keeping America first in science and

technology in the perilous years of the Sixties, fie had expert advice, ably

organized for hin by his Vice President, but it was he who had to nalhe the

decision and the appcal to Congress and the nation. The current 1improved

state of international relations helps bear out the wisdon of that bold

decision 12 years ago,

In the middle of the last decade, when the burden of responsibility

had become President Johnson's, he re-affirmed the national comnitment to

Apollo, as might have been expected, but then went on to urge and fight

for new coamitments that would keep America in space after Apollo, and for

such new programs as Syllab and Viking.

-- ~~~~-*rqo O-fl-v --
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And in due course it became the responsihility, at;i thI; opportunity, of

President I~lxon and his Administration to propose the nation's course for the

next 15 years in space. In January of 1972 President Hixvoi ,iade the very

importbnt, and very necessary, decision to give top priority to the Space

Shuttle during this decade, and to the practical benefits to bc gained from

nned and unmanned space nissioai4 in Earth or1'it. President Ilixon has

also personally supported two very fiportant ventures in intnrnational

cooperation in space -- tho Apollo-Soyu.z Test Project to Le carried out

together with the Soviet Union in 1975 and tihe proposal by a nunber of

Western European countries to assuwe responsibility for developing the

special module called Spacelab for use with the Sr'ace Shuttle. The new

initiatives of President Johnson and President Nilxon, backcd by strong

bipartisan majorities in the Congress, have deter-lned the s-h1pe and scope

of our space progran for most of this decade. Diut irmportant new decisions --

and now ca-iftx.-nts -- will have to be Diode later in the decade. And this

center will have an important role in preparing for them.

lihen we think of the long-range future of tle space program, it is

interesting to recall the predictions President Jonnson made when he

visited here in .Yarch of 19C8.

During the platie ride from Washington, he had talked wiith two

distinguished scientists, Dr. Frederick Seitz, President of the tationil

Acadmy of Sciences, and Dr. Stark Draper of the M'assachusetts Institute

of Technology.

la



"Today," President Johnson said, lI want to review for you some of

the things we talked about coming down here this afternoon.

.I predict that 10 years from now some other President will come

here ... and stand where I am, and congratulate the people of this center --

some of you may still be around -- for your amazing achievements.

. Wje will see thes at work in a giant station in space. He will see

. theni at work assessing the exact status and the value of wheat-and rice iJ

as they are growing all over this earth. He will see them predicting with

phenomenal accuracy the amount of water that is available to each farmer

for growing next year's crops.

"l1e will see them controlling thousands of peaceful air and space

a. vehicles that are at work for mankind in all the regions of the earth.

.He will see them developing a worldwide overview of all of our great

cities, an overview that can be used by scientists and engineers to guide

new economic and political institutions

*Political scientists and social scientists -- as well as physical

scientists, engineers, and administrators - will then know, because of

the work at this Center, more than our generation can ever know about

-the causes of pollution, about the use of recreational areas, about all

'I the knowledge that mankind nesds if we are to continue our steady advance

toward & great destiny..

it sesm remrkably prophetic, doesn't It?

These predictions about what a future President might set here were

made five years ago, and he was looking 10 years into the future, to about

1978 I-

OF, 111..lIT,'47 - .-



itch of what he predicted is already being done, on an experimentnl

basis, by ERTS-1 and by the astronauts using tOe Earth P.esources Experi:ient

Package on Skylab. We have already demonstrated the great value of using

satellites and remote sensors and computer printouts to get a better undor-

standing of what is happening to our envlronmont, locally and on a global

scale, and what can be done about it. We may not have the new generation

of e"rth observation and environmental satellites in operation when tVe

President comes here in 1978, but I hope we will have such operational

systems under development as approved programs by that time. I hope so

and I expect so. We are working on it now.

President Johnson, in his prediction, spoke of a Ogiant space station'

In orbit, Well, we already have Skylab, and it is big, as big as a

three-bedroom house, and it is a most important step forward in demonstrating

the useful purposes that manned space stations can serve. But we will not

have the "giant space station" that President Johnson was talking about by

1978. We will have something better, or at least something that is more

needed in the 1imediate future, and that is the versatile, reusable Space

Shuttle space transportation system. The Space Shuttle will not be a "giant

space station", but it can be outfitted as a spaco laboratory for many

different missions of several weeks or longer. And it will some day serve

as the logistics link beteen the space ports of earth and the permanent

manned laboratories, observatories, and industrii enterprises we will have

In earth orbit.' In any event, when our future President visits the Johnson
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Space Center in 1978 or 1979, 
it May well be during or 

just after the first

Space Shuttle fttight in orbit, 
and lie can proclaim the opening 

of a new

chapter in the fast-moving 
story of man's efforts to 

explore and use srace.

Froa our first satellite in 
orbit in 19SB, to mr first 

manved fliRght to

the Mon in 1968, and now on to the first Space Shuttle 
flight in earth

orbit in 1978, that is indeed 
a fast-moving story.

It is most appropriate that 
we take tioa out today to honor the 

man

who did so much to give kaerica 
this course and this nwmentun 

into space.

And now, if 1, too, ray nmake a prediction, it is that oanY Presidents of

the United States will came to the Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center in 
the

decades ahead, and eaeh will draw strength and inspiration 
from the fact

that there was In the early 
years a nan with the vision, the courage, 

the

will, and the leadership of the ran we honor today. We honor him, and

#,4e right and privilege to 
use his nano honors thiS center* WQ are most

grateful, Wn, Johnson, to you and your family, for being with 
us today.

The people of this center 
have long felt it should 

bear the name of

ISJ, not only because of his personal contributions 
to progress in space,

but because he %as known as 
a man of decisive action who 

got things tone.,

That is the traditi0n of 
INA1, and t~hat is Why we 

are so honored to have

this cunter bear his Mm, Amd you, Mrs. Johnson, knmwinq 
best that it is

soawthing the late President 
would have bwe proud of, too., have joined 

us

here today to oaki It truly Official

I XI thank you..
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